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	Country
	The procedure for holding nationwide and local elections 
is determined 
by a single law
	Comments

	1. Austria
	No
	The procedure for organizing and holding elections and referendums is determined by a number of individual federal laws: 1) on elections to the National Council (2002); 2) on election of the Federal President (1971); 3) on elections to the European Parliament (1996); 4) on referendums (1972); 5) on public surveys (1989), as well as by laws on elections to landtags and on local elections for each of the federal lands.

	2. Azerbaijan
	Yes
	The Election Code (2003).

	3. Albania
	Yes
	The Election Code (2008).

	4. Andorra
	Yes
	The law on the electoral system and referendums (2007). The law establishes the procedure for holding nationwide and local elections and referendums

	5. Belgium
	Partially
	The procedure for organizing and holding elections in Belgium is determined by a number of individual laws: 1) the Election Code (1894); 2) the laws on elections to the regional councils of Flanders and Wallonia (1993); 3) the law on elections to the regional council of Brussels (1989); 4) the law on elections to the Council of the German-Speaking Community (1990); 5) the law on elections to the European Parliament (1989). At the same time, the Election Code establishes the procedure for preparing and holding parliamentary elections, as well as the general principles for preparing and holding all kinds of elections in the territory of Belgium.

	6. Belarus
	Yes
	The Election Code (2000).

	7. Bulgaria
	Yes
	The Election Code (2011).

	8.  Bosnia and Herzegovina
	Partially
	The procedure for organizing and holding elections in Bosnia and Herzegovina is determined by a number of individual laws: 1) the Election Law (2001); 2) the law on elections in the Serbian Republic (2001); 3) the law on elections in Brčko District (2008); 4) the law on elections, termination of powers, recall and replacement of the mayor of the community (2008). At the same time, the Election Law of Bosnia and Herzegovina establishes the procedure for holding elections to the parliament, elections of the president (in Bosnia, the president is a collegial body), and the basic principles for holding local elections.

	9. Great Britain
	No
	The procedure for organizing and holding elections and referendums in the United Kingdom is determined by a series of individual laws (some of which were adopted at the end of the 17th century), in particular laws on public representation (1981, 1983, 1985, 1989, 2000), the law on the House of Lords (1999), the law on the system of voting and electoral districts at the parliamentary elections (2011), the law on elections to the European Parliament (2002), the law on political parties, elections and referendums (2000), the law on the election administration (2006), the law on elections to self-government bodies in Scotland (2009), etc. The procedure for holding local elections is also determined by acts of the parliaments (legislative assemblies) of Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, etc. In 2003 and 2010 the OSCE/ODIHR parliamentary election observation missions recommended that the legal regulation of elections in the United Kingdom be unified and simplified.

	10. Armenia
	Yes
	The Election Code (2011).

	11. Greece
	No
	The procedure for organizing and holding elections is determined by a number of individual laws: 1) on parliamentary elections (2004); 2) on local elections; 3) on elections to the European Parliament (1984).

	12. Georgia
	Yes
	The Election Code (2001).

	13. Denmark
	No
	The procedure for organizing and holding elections and referendums is determined by a number of individual laws: 1) on elections to the parliament and referendums (1988); 2) on elections to regional and local bodies of self-government (1989); 3) on elections to the European Parliament (1989).

	14. Estonia
	No
	The procedure for organizing and holding elections and referendums is determined by a number of individual laws: 1) on elections to the parliament (2002); 2) on election of the President (1996); 3) on elections to representative bodies of self-government (2002); 3) on elections to the European Parliament (2002); 4) on referendums (2002).

	15. Ireland
	Partially
	Similar to the United Kingdom, in Ireland the procedure for holding elections is determined by a series of laws, in particular laws on elections to the lower house of parliament, Dáil Éireann (1992), on elections to the upper house of parliament, the Senate (1937, 1947, 1954), on elections of the President (1993), on local elections (1974, 1992, 1996, 1997, 1999, 2004, 2006, 2009), on elections to the European Parliament (1997, 2004), and on referendums (1994, 1998, 2001). The law on elections (the Electoral Act) of 1992 provides for the general principles for holding all kinds of elections. In 2007 the OSCE/ODIHR parliamentary election observation mission recommended that the Irish election legislation be codified.

	16. Iceland
	No
	The procedure for organizing and holding elections and referendums is determined by a number of individual laws: 1) on elections to the parliament (2000); 2) on elections of the President (1945); 3) on local elections (1998).

	17. Spain
	Yes
	The Organic Law on Public Representation (1985).

	18. Italy
	No
	The procedure for organizing and holding elections and referendums is determined by a number of individual laws: on elections to the House of Deputies (1957, 1993, 2005), on elections to the Senate (1993, 2005), on regional, provincial and local elections (1969, 1975, 1976), on elections to the European Parliament (1979, 1984, 1989, 1994, 2004), on the procedure for holding constitutional referendums and implementation of public initiatives (1970, 1999). In 2008 the OSCE/ODIHR parliamentary election observation mission recommended the adoption of an election code unifying the regulation of parliamentary elections.

	19. Kazakhstan
	Yes
	The procedure for preparing and holding nationwide elections is determined by the Constitutional Law on Elections (1995); the procedure for preparing and holding nationwide referendums, by the Constitutional Law on the Republican Referendum (1999).

	20. Kyrgyzstan
	Partially (nationwide elections)
	The procedure for preparing and holding parliamentary and presidential elections is determined by the Constitutional Law on the Elections of the President of the Kyrgyz Republic and of the Deputies of the Zhogorku Kenesh of the Kyrgyz Republic (2011); the procedure for preparing and holding local elections, by the Law on the Election of Deputies of Local Keneshes (2011).

	21. Cyprus
	No
	The procedure for preparing and holding elections is determined by a number of individual laws: on elections to the House of Representatives (1979), on elections of the President (1959), on local elections, on elections to the European Parliament (2004).

	22. Latvia
	No
	The procedure for preparing and holding elections and referendums is determined by a number of individual laws: 1) on elections to the Saeima (1995); 2) on elections to city and municipal councils (1994); 3) on elections to the European Parliament (2004); 4) on nationwide referendums, legislative initiatives and initiative of EU citizens (1994).

	23. Lithuania
	No
	The procedure for preparing and holding elections and referendums is determined by a number of individual laws: 1) on elections to the Saeima (1992); 2) on elections of the President (1992); 3) on elections to municipal councils (1994); 4) on referendums (2002).

	24. Liechtenstein
	Yes
	The Law on the Rights of the People (Volksrechtegesetz) (1973).

	25. Luxemburg
	Yes
	The Election Law (2003).

	26. Macedonia
	Yes
	The Election Code (2011).

	27. Malta
	No
	The procedure for preparing and holding elections and referendums is determined by a number of individual laws: 1) on general elections (1991); 2) on local councils (1993); 3) on elections to the European Parliament (2004); 4) on referendums (1973).

	28. Monaco
	Yes
	Law No. 839 on nationwide and local elections (1968).

	29. Moldova
	Yes
	The Code on Elections (1997).

	30. The Netherlands
	Yes
	The Election Law (1989).

	31. Germany
	No
	The procedure for preparing and holding elections and referendums is determined by a number of individual laws: 1) the law on federal elections (1956), which specifies the procedure for preparing and holding elections to the Bundestag; 2) the law on elections to the European Parliament (1994), as well as by laws of the lands on referendums, elections to landtags and municipal elections (see for example the law of Bavaria “On the Elections to the Landtag, Referendums and Plebiscites” of 2002, the law of Bavaria “On Municipal Elections” of 2006, the law of Bavaria “On Elections to Councils of Districts” of 2003, etc).

	32. Norway
	Yes
	The Law on public representation (2002).

	33. Poland
	Yes
	In Poland, the procedure for preparing and holding nationwide and local elections is determined by the Election Code (2011); the procedure for preparing and holding referendums, by the law on the nationwide referendum (2003) and by the law on local referendums (2000).

	34. Portugal
	No
	In Portugal, the procedure for preparing and holding nationwide and local elections is determined by a number of individual laws: 1) on elections to the National Assembly (1979); 2) on elections of the President (1976); 3) on elections to the Legislative Assembly of the Autonomous Region of the Azores (1980); 4) on elections to the Legislative Assembly of the Autonomous Region of Madeira (2006); 5) on elections to bodies of local self-government (2001); 6) on elections to the European Parliament (1987).

	35. The Russian Federation
	Partially
	The procedure for preparing and holding elections and referendums in the Russian Federation is determined by a number of federal laws: 1) on the basic guarantees of electoral rights and the right of citizens of the Russian Federation to participate in a referendum (2002); 2) on elections of deputies of the State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation (2005); 3) on the procedure of formation of the Council of Federation of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation(2012); 4) on elections of the President of the Russian Federation (2003); 5) on the referendum of the Russian Federation (2004); 6) on ensuring the constitutional rights of citizens of the Russian Federation to elect and to be elected to bodies of local self-government (1996). The procedure for holding elections to legislative assemblies of the subjects of the federation and local elections is established by respective laws of the subjects of the federation (see for example the law of Saint Petersburg “On the Elections of the Deputies of the Legislative Assembly of Saint Petersburg” of 2006, the laws of the Sakha Republic (Yakutia) “On the Municipal Elections in the Sakha Republic (Yakutia)” of 2007, “On the Elections of the People’s Deputies of the Sakha Republic (Yakutia)” of 2007, etc). The Federal Law “On the Basic Guarantees of Electoral Rights and the Right of Citizens of the Russian Federation to Participate in a Referendum” specifies the basic guarantees for the exercise by citizens of the right to participate in all elections and referendums held in the territory of the Russian Federation.

	36. Romania 
	No
	In Romania, the procedure for preparing and holding elections and referendums is determined by: 1) the law on elections to the House of Deputies and the Senate (2008); 2) the law on election of the President (2004); 3) the law on elections to local bodies of government (2004); 4) the law on organizing and holding a referendum 2000).

	37. San Marino 
	Yes
	The Election Law (1996).

	38. Serbia 
	No
	The procedure for preparing and holding elections is determined by a number of individual laws: 1) on elections to the House of Deputies and the Senate (2000); 2) on elections of the President (2007); 3) on local elections (2007).

	39. Slovakia
	No
	The procedure for preparing and holding elections and referendums is determined by a number of individual laws: 1) on elections to the National Council of the Slovak Republic (2004); 2) on election of the President of the Slovak Republic (1999); 3) on elections to bodies of regional self-government (2001); 4) on elections to bodies of local self-government (1990); 5) on elections to the European Parliament (2003); 6) on the procedure for holding referendums (1992).

	40. Slovenia
	No
	In Slovenia, the procedure for preparing and holding elections and referendums is determined by a number of individual laws: 1) on elections to the National Assembly (2006); 2) on elections to the State Assembly (2005); 3) on elections of the President of the Republic (1992); 4) on local elections (2007); 5) on elections to the European Parliament (2004); 6) on referendums and public initiatives (2007).

	41. Tajikistan
	No
	The procedure for preparing and holding elections and referendums is established by a number of individual laws: 1) on elections to the Majlisi Oli (1999); 2) on elections of the President of the Republic of Tajikistan (1994); 3) on elections of the deputies of the local majlises of people’s deputies (1999); 4) on the referendum (1995).

	42. Turkmenistan
	Yes
	The Election Code (2013).

	43. Hungary
	Partially
	In Hungary, the procedure for preparing and holding elections and referendums is determined by a number of individual laws: 1) Law C on electoral procedures (1997); 2) law CCIII on elections of the members of parliament (2011); 3) law CXIV on elections to national minorities’ self-government bodies (2005); 4) law CXII on elections to the European Parliament (2003); 5) law L on elections of representatives and mayors (2010). Law C on electoral procedures provides for the general principles for holding all kinds of elections and referendums conducted in Hungary.

	44. Uzbekistan
	Partially
	The procedure for holding elections and referendums is determined by a number of individual laws: 1) on guarantees of electoral rights of citizens (2004); 2) on elections to the Oliy Majlis of the Republic of Uzbekistan (2003); 3) on elections of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan (1991); 4) on elections to oblast, rayon and municipal kengashes of people’s deputies (1994); 5) on the referendum of the Republic of Uzbekistan (2001). The Law on guarantees of electoral rights of citizens provides for the general principles for organizing and holding all kinds of elections and referendums in Uzbekistan.

	45. Finland
	Yes
	The Election Law (1998) establishes the procedure for holding nationwide and local elections in Finland (except for local elections on the Aland Islands, which are regulated by Acts of the Province of Aland Islands).

	46. France
	Yes
	The Election Code (1964).

	47. Croatia
	No
	The procedure for preparing and holding elections is determined by a number of individual laws: 1) on elections of representatives to the Croatian Sabor (1999); 2) on election of the President (1992); 3) on local elections (2012); 4) on elections of representatives to the European Parliament (2010).

	48. The Czech Republic
	No
	The procedure for preparing and holding elections is determined by a number of individual laws: 1) on elections to the parliament of the Czech Republic (1995); 2) on elections of the President of the Republic (2012); 3) on elections to regional councils (2000); 4) on elections to municipal councils (2001); 5) on elections to the European Parliament (2003).

	49. Montenegro
	No
	The procedure for preparing and holding elections and referendums is determined by a number of individual laws: 1) on parliamentary and local elections (1998); 2) on election of the President (2007); 3) on referendums (2001).

	50. Switzerland
	Partially
	The general principles for holding elections are determined by the Federal Law on Political Rights (1976); the specifics of holding elections in the individual cantons and of referendums, by laws on elections and referendums of each of the cantons.

	51. Sweden
	Yes
	The procedure for holding nationwide and local elections is established by the Election Law (2005); the procedure for holding referendums, by the Law on National Referendums (1979).
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